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Spiritual Formation Team Spiritual Formation Team Spiritual Formation Team Spiritual Formation Team 
Attends ConferenceAttends ConferenceAttends ConferenceAttends Conference    
On January 25-26, four delegates 

from our Spiritual Formation Team were 
able to attend a Children Welcome! 
Conference held at Chapman University 
called “Exploring Life Through the Spirit”.  
The Disciples Home Missions sponsored 
the conference. 

Ellie McDougal, Patti Halter, Carolyn 
Partney and Claire Richardson were able 
to attend with support from our Regional 
Doris McCullough Scholarship Fund and 
our local congregation. 

They met with clergy and laity 
from around the U.S to explore new 
ways to work with and lead our youth. 
Outstanding workshops and the main 
speaker, Mark Yaconelli, inspired and 
challenged the attendees.  These new 
ideas and ways to implement them will 
be shared at our next Spiritual Formation 
Team Meeting on Feb. 13 at 7pm.  If you 
would like to attend this meeting and 
hear more, let one of the team members 
know. 

Martin Luther King ServiceMartin Luther King ServiceMartin Luther King ServiceMartin Luther King Service    
A note to my church family, 

I have attended Concord First Christian Church for many 
years, and have been under the spiritual leadership of 3 
ministers.  

It is with great pride that I extend my sincere appreciation for 
the wonderful Martin Luther King Observances that have been 
held at our church this year. As a community we have done 
much, not only to be "open and affirming", but accepting and 
encouraging as well. 

The Sunday afternoon service, sponsored by the Region,  
where Sarah sang (so beautifully), and Kelsey read, will 
always touch my heart and spirit. How proud I am to attend a 
predominantly Caucasian church, where affirmation, 
acceptance and love are so freely demonstrated. 

I thank our wonderful young pastor, who continues to lead us 
down life's many paths, and my brothers and sisters in Christ 
at my home church. 

Embraced by your never ending love, I will continue to return 
and return again. 

Much love, 

Debbe Hughes   

Ash WednesdayAsh WednesdayAsh WednesdayAsh Wednesday    
February 6 

7:00 p.m. 

“Faith in a Fractured World” 

Matthew 4: 1, 2 

We have just journeyed through Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany, and now we look to the coming of 
an early Lent, which begins with Ash Wednesday, February 
6, with a meditative, candlelight service at 7:00 pm in the 
sanctuary. 

This first service of Lent invites us into this season of 
reflection and renewal with a traditional imposition of the 
ashes to symbolize the fragile nature of our lives. 
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CompassCompassCompassCompass    

Practicing Lent 

by the Rev. Dr. Russell Peterman, Senior 
Minister 

 

It hardly seems possible that we will enter 
the season of Lent next week.  Doesn’t it 
seem like we just celebrated Christmas and 
Epiphany?  Didn’t we just take down all the 
Advent decorations? 

Lent (an Anglo-Saxon word meaning ‘Spring”) is the period of 40 
days (not counting Sundays) prior to Easter when we examine our 
lives and our relationship with God.  Frederick Buechner says that 
this is a time for us to “ask one way or another what it means to be 
ourselves.” 

What does it mean to be me?  What does it mean to be you?  What 
does it mean to be a person of faith? 

It is sometimes a challenge to live by another calendar – the 
calendar of the Christian year.  But I find profound spiritual footing 
as I learn to observe the rhythms of life counter-culturally.  I find 
that observing the liturgical seasons deepens my faith and increases 
my hope in God and in the goodness that can be religious practice. 

Huston Smith, widely regarded as one of the most eloquent 
authorities on world religions, once suggested, “practice your faith, 
it gives you traction.”  By that I believe he meant to encourage 
people of all faiths to embrace the depth of their traditions so that 
they might have staying power in life.  Sometimes we forget that 
our history and heritage give us remarkable rituals and powerful 
practices. 

Often times we hear of people giving things up for Lent – 
chocolate, swearing, addictive computer games, you name it.  But 
what if, instead, we decided to try taking something up?  What if 
we chose to practice our faith by spending twenty minutes in 
silence each morning, or by reading a Psalm each evening before 
bed?  What if we committed ourselves to saying “thank you” more 
often, or to being more intentional about telling the people in our 
lives that mean the most to us that they, well, mean the most to 
us? 

My prayer for you during the season of Lent is that you will find 
ways to practice your faith that uncover a deep, deep 
understanding of who you are, and who God is calling you to be.  
May the season of Lent work in your spirit to ground you in your 
journey and lead you into life. 

Peace to your Lenten path, 
 

 

Lenten Sermon SeriesLenten Sermon SeriesLenten Sermon SeriesLenten Sermon Series    

Leaving Egypt 

 

One of the central, grounding 
narratives in scripture is the Exodus 
story.  During Lent we will use the 
image of what it meant to the 
Israelites to leave a painful past for a 
new land as a way to encourage us 
to ask the hardest, most difficult 
questions we can about the direction 
God wants us to move in our lives.  
Using this image of “Leaving Egypt” 
we will consider what God is inviting 
us to leave behind in order to be fully 
alive. 

February 10  
 “Leaving Death for Life” 
 Matthew 16: 21-26 

February 17   

“Leaving Ignorance for Awareness” 
Exodus 15:22-16:3 

February 24   

“Leaving Control for Faith”      
Exodus 16: 9-21 

March 2 

“Leaving Addiction for Healing” 
Matthew 4: 1-11 

March 9  

“Leaving Despair for Hope”     
Exodus 25: 1-9 

March 16  

“Leaving Greed for Abundance”   
Luke 19: 1-10 



Serving In Worship...Serving In Worship...Serving In Worship...Serving In Worship...    
February 3, 2008 

“Receiving the Call”      

2 Peter 1: 3-11                                                

Claire Ricardson, preaching 

9:00 AM 

Elder:  Janet Gay    

Deacon: Mike Cluster 

  11:00 AM 

Greeters: Kathleen DeGiobbi and Laura 
Leonard 

Scripture Reader:  Judi Carlisle 

Table Elder:  Ellie McDougal 

Offertory Elder: Denise Schneider 

Time for Children: Debbe Hughes 

Diaconate:   Collier Laird [captain] Scott 
Bisbee, Patti Halter, Matt Hecker, Andie 
Raymond, Mary Raymond 

Ushers:  Elaine Sherman [captain] Linda 
Smith, Ruth Langley 
 

February 10, 2008 

Lenten Sermon  Series 

Leaving Egypt 

“Leaving Death for Life” 

Matthew 16: 21-26 
 

9:00 AM 

Elder:  Diane Maltester    

Deacons: Todd and Lisa Morgan 

11:00 AM 

Greeters:  Jim and Lorri Sullivan 

Scripture Reader: Hugh McNamar 

Table Elder:  Scott Sumner-Moore  

Offertory Elder: Lynne Hile  

Time for Children:   Lynne Hile 

Diaconate:   Hugh McNamar [captain] Bill 
Bush, Kate Landberg, Lori Landberg, 
Domonique Veasley 

Ushers: Doris Hamblin [captain] Dee Laird, 
Gloria Mattson 
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Greeter  ScheduleGreeter  ScheduleGreeter  ScheduleGreeter  Schedule 
February 3 Kathleen DeGiobbi      
            and Laura Leonard 

February 10 Jim & Lorri Sullivan 

February 17 Sue & Meg Sumner-Moore 

February 24 The Hood Family    

Thank youThank youThank youThank you 

I want to thank all my church family for their 
kindness, support, love, cards, visits, food and 
prayers during my recent hip surgery. I appreciate it 
so much. I am truly blessed. 

Thank you 

Gloria Mattson 

Come join your Sisters and Brothers for the 154th 
Annual Meeting of the Christian Church of Northern 
California-Nevada at Asilomar! April 25-27, 2008. Plan 
now to share in this time of worship, workshops, 
fellowship and fun as we look ahead and see what 
exciting ministry is in store for us. 

Preachers, teachers and speakers are: 

Rev. John and Rev. Tamara Nichols-Rodenberg from 
the Disciples Seminary Foundation 

Rev. Ben Bohren, Regional Minister—President 

Plan now to share this time of worship, workshops, 
fellowship and fun as we look ahead and see what 
exciting ministry is in store for us! 

Forms are available in the church office or on line at 
www.ccncn.org 
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Did you know....Did you know....Did you know....Did you know....    
• that Elias DeWeese was born on 

January 20, 2008, weighing 5 lbs 
7oz. Even though he was 5 weeks 
early he is home and doing well. 
Proud parents are Becca and 
Michael; grandparents are Barbara 
and Chuck Blaisdell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• that our Library is more than a 
meeting room?  It is actually a 
Library.  Please feel free to borrow 
books from there....it is on the honor 
system. 

Gulf Coast Mission OpportunitiesGulf Coast Mission OpportunitiesGulf Coast Mission OpportunitiesGulf Coast Mission Opportunities    
Now is the time to commit to travel to the Gulf Coast 
to assist in the recovery efforts from Hurricane 
Katrina.  
It's been 2-1/2 years since Katrina devastated the 
Gulf Coast, from the eastern parts of Texas, across 
Louisiana, into Mississippi and beyond.  
A lot of work has been completed, but there are 
many more years of rebuilding to be done!  
There are two ways that members of the CCNC-N 
Region can participate: 

 
 1) You can travel with us on one of the trips! You 
must be a minimum of 16 years of age or just young 
at heart! You don't need to know how to do con-
struction, you just have to have a willing heart and 
an open mind. If you can push a broom, wield a 
paintbrush, or follow directions from those who are 
skilled in construction, then you would be a great 
addition to our teams.  
However, here's the commitment part: Deadlines are 
quickly approaching for full payment for the early 
trips, so that airfare may be purchased:  
Trip #1: March 15-22 (Covington, LA--New Orleans 
area) Deadline is February 8th  
Trip #2: March 29-April 6 (Gulfport, MS) Deadline is 
February 22nd  
Trip #3: June 14-21 (Slidell, LA--New Orleans area) 
Deadline is May 9th.  
Although you are welcome to commit to a trip after 
the deadline, you will be responsible for the addi-
tional costs of airfare due to last-minute purchase.  
Scholarships are available from the Regional office if 
you need assistance in gathering the $750 costs as-
sociated with the trip.  

For registration and scholarship forms please see the 
region's website at www.ccncn.org 

 
2) If you are unable to travel to the Gulf Coast, you 
can support the mission trips through financial spon-
sorship. Many individual congregations have made 
plans to assist participants within their churches. 
However, if your congregation is not sending any 
participants, you can help sponsor the Gulf Coast 
trips through your generous donation. If individuals 
or congregations would like to help sponsor the Gulf 
Coast Mission Trips, please contact Quan Walker at 
the Regional office.  

Cub Pack 309Cub Pack 309Cub Pack 309Cub Pack 309 

Cub Pack 309, sponsored by First 
Christian Church Concord, will hold its 
Annual Pinewood Derby at 10:00 am on 
February 16 in the Fellowship Hall . 

Please contact Ken Rishell on 925-682-
6279 if you have any questions. 

Truck NeededTruck NeededTruck NeededTruck Needed 

Katharine Smith and Bill Hickson are 
moving from Martinez to Pleasant Hill in 
the middle of February. Does anyone 
have, or know of, a truck that they can 
use to assist with the move? 

Please contact them on 925-313-9053 if 
you can help. 
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A Letter from Sharon E. Watkins, A Letter from Sharon E. Watkins, A Letter from Sharon E. Watkins, A Letter from Sharon E. Watkins, 
General Minister and President General Minister and President General Minister and President General Minister and President     

January 18, 2008  

.  .  .  I  HAVE SET BEFORE YOU LIFE AND DEATH,  

BLESSINGS AND CURSES.  CHOOSE LIFE SO 

THAT YOU AND YOUR DESCENDANTS MAY 

LIVE .  .  .  

DEUTERONOMY 30:19  

"Choose life!" exhorts Moses as the people 
prepare to cross out of the wilderness into the 
promised land. "Choose life!" was my appeal to 
Disciples through the State of the Church 
presentation at General Assembly. "Choose 
life!" The words echo still through my mind as 
we move into a new year of ministry together. 

Our forward progress is determined in part by 
our past. For nearly 200 years, we Disciples 
have lived out of a fundamental spiritual truth: 
in Christ Jesus we are one - for the sake of the 
world. For nearly ten years we have declared 
that our mission is "to be and to share the 
good news of Jesus Christ . . . from our 
doorsteps to the end of the earth." Today, one 
description of our particular Disciples way of 
being and sharing that good news is: "We are 
Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness 
in a fragmented world. As part of the one body 
of Christ, we welcome all to the Lord's Table as 
God has welcomed us." In a broken and 
hurting world, we choose life! 

Choosing life is part attitude. It's prayerfully 
focusing on God's blessings; it's deciding to live 
according to God's will. Choosing life is also 
part action. It involves caring for the body. For 
individuals, this means careful attention to 
disciplines of diet, exercise, Sabbath rest. For a 
church, caring for the body, in part, means 
careful attention to the disciplines of covenant 
by which we are related first to God and then 
to each other. It means shaping up the 
corporate body for the mission at hand. 

Nearly two years ago, the General Board asked 
me to develop a ministry plan that would reduce 
our infrastructure in order to enhance our 
mission. Since then, I've been traveling across 
the United States and Canada, listening to 
congregational pastors and other leaders. I've 
been consulting with the 21st Century Vision 
Team, two moderator teams, and various 
configurations of general and regional ministry 
executives.  

Some principles are beginning to emerge - 
principles on which to build a healthy body of 
Disciples for today. These principles have to do 
with organizing ourselves to strengthen 
congregations for mission. We will do this by 
expecting our mission priorities to guide our 
work, by becoming flexible enough that 
resources follow the Spirit's leading, and by 
living into our increasing diversity with grace 
and joy.  

In the coming months, as we move through 
General Board and other opportunities to consult 
with the church, you will begin to hear about 
elements of a new ministry plan. These 
principles will address organizational issues 
blocking our forward movement in mission. 
They will be based on our emerging clarity 
about our mission priorities. Now is the time to 
get organized - time to choose life by shaping 
up the corporate Body we call the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ.) In a time of 
fragmentation and brokenness in so many parts 
of the world, we who claim Christian unity as 
our core, need to embody the very wholeness 
that we proclaim as God's desire for the world. 
We need to clarify what it means to live in 
covenant with each other. Most of all, we need 
to move forward in mission.  

I look forward to moving ahead in mission with 
you during this period. It is a great time to be 
church! 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Sharon E. Watkins 
 



1 Bill Hickson 

1 Ryan Morgan 

2 Fred Lamb 

2 Mary Raymond 

7 Elizabeth Dickey 

9 Bill Plambeck 

17 Gary Landberg 

20 Emily Benson 

24 Kristen Carlisle-Scott 

24 Megan Hood 

27 Wendy Collins 

  

  

14 Debbie & Dean Henry 

22 Roy & Lonnie Graves 

26 Rick & Jeannie Marr 

10 Ann & Ed Ulibarri 

 February Birthdays February Birthdays February Birthdays February Birthdays    
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

February AnniversariesFebruary AnniversariesFebruary AnniversariesFebruary Anniversaries 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please let the church office know if your 
birthday or anniversary is missing or is 
listed incorrectly 

JYF HAPPENINGSJYF HAPPENINGSJYF HAPPENINGSJYF HAPPENINGS    
We have some fun and exciting events com-
ing up in the next few months so, mark 
these dates on your calendar.   

 

February 2/3/08 

Distribute Valentine Cards @ Willow Pass 
Healthcare Center 

Bring $2.00 and your best smile :) 

 

March 3/2/08 

Bowling @ Paddock Bowl 

Bring $5.50 (food & bowling shoes) 

 

April 4/19/08 

Earth Day celebration @ John Muir House 

Bring $2.00 
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Nominating CommitteeNominating CommitteeNominating CommitteeNominating Committee    
This year we're very blessed to have Denise 
Schneider as the chair of the Nominating 
Committee (thank you Denise!)  Denise will be 
working with the following group, representing 
the various segments of the congregation 
required by our by-laws. 
Director-at-Large       Denise Schneider  (chair) 
Elder                      Diane Maltester 
Deacons           Bill Bush 
                           Judi Carlisle 
Congregation Members (not otherwise chairing 
any committee or ministry program) 
                           Terri Gross 
                           Dee Laird 
                           Andie Raymond 



Calendar of  

Upcoming  Events 

Feb 3Feb 3Feb 3Feb 3-Inner-Change  

 Youth Group 

Feb 10Feb 10Feb 10Feb 10– Inner-Change  

 Youth Group 

Feb 16Feb 16Feb 16Feb 16----18 18 18 18 -------- FEB. CAMP 

Feb 17Feb 17Feb 17Feb 17----    Inner-Change Youth 
Group (at LCC 6-7:30PM) 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS!!! 

Inner-Change at the Crossroads 
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Feb 17th Youth Group!! 

Even though some High School-aged 
youth and myself will be at Feb Camp, 
Kat Townes (Minister in Training and 
Youth Minister at Lafayette Christian 
Church) will still be facilitating Youth 
Group!!  She would like everyone to meet 
her at LCC from 6:00LCC from 6:00LCC from 6:00LCC from 6:00----7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 in order to 
utilize LCC’s amazing facilities!!  Come 
for the laughter, games, fun and 
fellowship!!!   

Thank you from The Regional Thank you from The Regional Thank you from The Regional Thank you from The Regional 
Youth CouncilYouth CouncilYouth CouncilYouth Council    

Dear FCC Concord, 

 We want to thank you for allowing us to use 
your facilities for our January overnight meeting. 
We were able to plan FebCamp for the high 
schoolers of the region, as well as have a little 
TOO much fun. It was a weekend of fellowship 
and service and it would not have gone as well 
without the comfortable space you provided. We 
especially want to thank the CWF, Sue Sumner-
Moore, Ellie McDougal, and Lori Landberg for 
providing delicious food and helping us clean up. 
Thank you also to Emrys and Russ for working 
with us to make this weekend happen. A huge 
round of applause to Claire who lent her amazing 
leadership to the weekend and who will be a co-
director for FebCamp this year. We enjoyed 
getting to worship with you Sunday morning and 
we pray for your continued ministry to the 
community of Concord. Thank you for being a 
blessing to us.  

 Grace and peace, the CCNC-N RYC 

Feb Camp Reminder! 

Registration for Feb. Camp is 
still open!  You can find the 
forms at http://ccncn.org/ or I 
have some in my office!  Cindy 
Ryness and myself are 
Directing the weekend, and 
RYC has been exceptionally 
busy planning the event.  
So...bring your open hearts, 
minds, eyes, and ears to 
experience the presence of God 
today and explore where God is 
leading.   

   ~Claire~ 
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AN INCLUSIVE, LOVING COMMUNITY OF FAITH AN INCLUSIVE, LOVING COMMUNITY OF FAITH AN INCLUSIVE, LOVING COMMUNITY OF FAITH AND JUSTICE, AND JUSTICE, AND JUSTICE, 
SEEKING, CELEBRATINGSEEKING, CELEBRATINGSEEKING, CELEBRATING AND SERVING CHRIST  AND SERVING CHRIST  AND SERVING CHRIST THROUGH OPEN THROUGH OPEN THROUGH OPEN 
MINDS, COMMITTED HEARTS AND WILLING HANDS.MINDS, COMMITTED HEARTS AND WILLING HANDS.MINDS, COMMITTED HEARTS AND WILLING HANDS.   

 

FIRST  CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(DISCIPLES  OF CHRIST)  IN CONCORD 

Staff:Staff:Staff:Staff: 
Senior Minister:   Rev. Dr. Russell Peterman:  russ@concordfcc.net 
Director of Youth Ministry: Claire Richardson  claire@concordfcc.net 
Office Manager:   Emrys Lloyd-Roberts:   emrys@concordfcc.net 
Organist:   Robert Coslett 
Childcare Co-ordinator: Antoinette Bulatao 
Custodian:    Daniel Blanton 
Website:   www.concordfcc.net 
 
Contact Information:Contact Information:Contact Information:Contact Information: 
Office Hours:  Monday to Thursday: 8 am—4 pm. 
Phone:  925-685-7503  Fax: 925-685-0963 
Address: 3039 Willow Pass Rd., Concord CA  94519 
 
CROSSROADSCROSSROADSCROSSROADSCROSSROADS    
Email submissions and subscriptions to:  info@concordfcc.net  
Submission deadline for next issue: Monday, February 11, 2008 
 11:00 a.m.  
 
 

                                                                                                    Weekly CalendarWeekly CalendarWeekly CalendarWeekly Calendar    

Sunday, February 3, 2008 

9:00 am — Worship / Sanctuary 
10:00 am—Sunday School for all ages 
11:00 am—Worship / Sanctuary 
12:00 noon—JYF/ Library 
6:00 pm—Youth Group / Youth Building 
6:00 pm—Church Bowling Group / Paddock Bowl 
 

Monday, February 4 

12:00 noon– Diving Deeper Group / Church Office 
2:00 pm—Staff Meeting / Senior Minister’s Office 
7:00 pm—Elders / Discovery Room 
 
Wednesday, February 6 

7:00 pm—Ash Wednesday Service / Sanctuary 
 

Thursday, February 7 

8:00 am—Spiritual Moment / Church Office 
 

FebCamp February 16—February 18 

 

Sunday, February 10, 2008 

9:00 am — Worship / Sanctuary 
10:00 am—Sunday School for all ages 
11:00 am— Worship / Sanctuary 
6:00 pm—Youth Group / Youth Building 
6:00 pm—Church Bowling League/ Paddock Bowl 
 

Monday, February 11 

12:00 noon—Diving Deeper Group 
2:00 pm — Staff Meeting 
7:00 pm—Rachel Ruth Circle / Library 
 

Tuesday, February 12 
9:30 am—Mary Martha Circle / Library 
 
 

Wednesday, February 13 
7:00 pm — NOOMA—Russ Peterman’s home 
 

Thursday, February 14 

8:00 am—Spiritual Moment / Church Office 
 

Saturday, February 16 

8:30 am—House and Grounds Team/ Library 

Visit us on the web! 

www.concordfcc.net 

 

 


