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CCROSSROSSRROADSOADS  
Special Guest Preacher, Dec. 6 

Rev. Dr. David Vásquez-Levy 
 

We are incredibly blessed to welcome as our guest preacher on December 6, Rev. 
Dr. David Vásquez-Levy, who serves as the President of Pacific School of Religion in 
Berkeley.   
 

A committed pastor, a nationally recognized immigration leader, and a sought after 
speaker, Vásquez-Levy leads at the intersection of faith, higher education, and social 
change. Vásquez-Levy regularly contributes a faith perspective to the national con-
versation on immigration and is the author of various publications that explore mi-
gration stories in sacred texts and in people's lives.  
David will preach as part of our Advent Sermon series, Breath of Heaven, focusing 
on Mary and her struggle to find courage bring the holy child into the world.  
He will also be teaching the adult Sunday School class at 9 a.m. in the Discovery 
Room, focusing on immigration issues in light of current events in Syria and Mexico.  

Longest Night Service 
Dec 21, 7:00 p.m. 
 

You are invited to spe-
cial service of comfort 
and hope for our church 
and the community sur-
rounding us.  Though 
this season is one of 
great hope and cheer, it 
can be especially hard 
for those who are broken, lonely, and sad.  This service 
of comfort and hope will be for those who are grieving 
the loss of a loved one, a broken relationship, or deep 
sadness and darkness in their lives.  During this service 
we will remind one another that Christ’s light shines on 
even the darkest situation.  We will light candles and lift 
one another in prayer. 
 

Please join us on Monday, December 21 at 7:00 p.m. – 
the longest night of the year. 
 

If you would like to attend, but are reluctant to drive at 
night, please contact the church office, 925/685-7503, 
and we will get you a ride!  

Christmas Eve Worship Services 
 

First Christian Church 
will offer two Christ-
mas Eve services this 
year.   
 

The 5:30p service will 
be especially family 
oriented, with our 
children and youth 
presenting a Christ-
mas pageant entitled, "One Night in Bethlehem."  Any 
one of any age who would like to participate will be 
invited join in.  Simple costumes will be available.  NO 
REHEARSAL will be required, and ALL are welcome.   
 

Our 7:00p service will be our candlelight communion 
service.  This is always one of our most memorable and 
moving services of the year.  The service will end with 
candlelight and the singing of Silent Night.  A special 
offering will be collected for the Helping Hands fund.  
 

Christmas Eve is a wonderful opportunity to invite 
friends and family to First Christian Church! 
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Compass 
The Advent Saint 
The Rev. Dr. Russell Peterman, Senior Minister 
 

A friend of mine recently told me a story that I thought you might find interesting.  It 
seems that back in the second half of the 3rd Century a child was born to very devout, 
Christian parents in Patara, an important port on the Mediterranean Sea in Asia Minor 
(now in modern Turkey).  This boy was named Nicholas, after his uncle who was a 
priest and served the abbot of a nearby monastery.   

 

Sadly, Nicholas’ parents died of the plague when he was a teenager.  He went to live with his Uncle Nicholas 
and the other monks of the monastery.  When his parents died, however, they left him a large inheritance of 
money. 
 

Here’s where the story gets interesting.  In that same city there was a rich man who fell on hard times.  Now 
poor, he had three daughters who were old enough to be married.  In those days a young woman’s family 
had to have something of value – a dowry – to offer prospective bridegrooms.  The larger the dowry, the 
better the chance a young woman would find a good husband.  Without a dowry, a woman was unlikely to 
marry.  Without any money, this poor man’s daughters would most likely be sold into slavery, or worse. 
 

Word of the family’s trouble reached Nicholas.  Using part of the money received from his parents, he secret-
ly went to the family’s home at night.  He tossed a bag of gold through an open window and it landed in a 
stocking left before the fire to dry.  You can imagine the joy that next the morning when the bag of gold was 
discovered!  The first daughter was soon married. 
  

Not long after, another bag of gold mysteriously appeared and the second daughter was married.  The father, 
now very curious to know who the secret gift-giver was, kept watch during the night. 
  

A third bag of gold landed inside the house and the watchful father leaped up and caught the fleeing donor.  
“Ah, Nicholas, it is you!” cried the father.  “You have saved my daughters from certain disaster.” 
  

Embarrassed and not wishing to be known, Nicholas begged the man to keep his identity a secret.  He said, 
“You must thank God alone for providing these gifts in answer to your prayers for deliverance.” 
 

Later this young monk would be consecrated as a Bishop of Myra. Bishop Nicholas lived his life in service to 
God.  He was a protector of the poor and helpless, an advocate of justice for people in need, and a defender 
of the Christian faith. 
 

He was so beloved that long before the Roman Catholic Church started the process of declaring saints in the 
late 10th century, Bishop Nicholas was known as Saint Nicholas.  He died on December 6, 343, a day now 
known around the world as St. Nicholas Day.  Many children in Europe, especially Holland, leave carrots and 
hay in their shoes for the saint’s horse the night of December 5, hoping he will exchange them for small gifts. 
 

Nicholas is the Advent saint who shows us that while waiting for Jesus’ birth, we are called to be gift givers, 
showing generosity to those in need.  In the spirit of St. Nicholas, may we quietly go about doing helpful 
things for people in need and for those we love this Advent season. 
 

Wishing you hope, peace, joy and love this Advent season, 
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Serving In Worship… 

December 20, 2015  
Breath of Heaven: 

“Magi” 
Matthew 2: 1-12 

Rev. Dr. Russell Peterman preaching 

 

10am 
 

Scripture Reader:  Judi Carlisle 
Elders:  Tim Rose & Kelli Peterman 

Diaconate: Jim Skaggs [captain], Kathy Zaragoza, 
Paula Rose, Linda Smith, Helga Skaggs, Don 
DeGiobbi & Joe Peterman 
Welcome Team:  Ellie McDougal, Judi Carlisle & 
Kathy Zaragoza 
Lockup: Rick Marr 

Serving In Worship… 

December 6, 2015  
Breath of Heaven: 

“Mary” 
Luke 1: 26-45 

 Rev. Dr. Russell Peterman preaching 
 

10am 
 

Scripture Reader:  Kelli Peterman 
Elders:  Rick Marr & Denise Schneider 

Diaconate:  Diana Carlisle, [captain], Scott 
Attenhofer, Lisa Morgan, Todd Morgan, Dean 
Henry, Dick McClaskey & Carol Ann Santoro 
Welcome Team:  Cherri Plainfield, Janet Gay & 
Linda Smith 
Lockup:  Elaine Ortiz 

Serving In Worship… 

December 27, 2015 
Taize Service 

 
 

10am 
 

Elders:  Marian Bushman & Irene Moreno 

Diaconate: Elaine Ortiz [captain], Joyce Parlin, Janet 
Gay, Nik Gay, Kathy Wells,  Cherri Plainfield & Lori 
Landberg 
Welcome Team:  Gloria Mattson, Jim Skaggs & 
Helga Skaggs 
Lockup: Scott Carlisle 

Serving In Worship… 

December 13, 2015 
Breath of Heaven: 

“Joseph” 
Matthew 1: 18-25 

Rev. Dr. Russ Peterman preaching 
 

10am 
 

Scripture Reader:  Janet Gay 
Elders:  James Jezek & Kay Jezek 

Diaconate: Patti Halter [captain], Bill Bush, Lois 
Mackey, Tammy Nadeau, Chris Walker & Tom 
Kilpatrick 
Welcome Team:  Kay Waggoner, Irene Moreno 
& Chris Walker 
Lockup:  Jim Skaggs 
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Advent Sermon Series 

During the season of Advent Russ will lead us through a series of sermons 
entitled, Breath of Heaven.  In both Hebrew and Greek, breath is synony-
mous with Spirit.  It is the Spirit of God that helped each of the characters in 
the Christmas story face difficult moments.  It is that same spirit that gives 
us courage to make it through life today. 
 

December 6                                 December 13 
Mary David Vásquez-Levy, preaching   Joseph   
Luke 1: 26-45      Matthew 1: 18-25 

Hebrews 11: 1, 8-13 
 

December 20 
Magi 
Matthew 2: 1-12 

Outreach Update 
Diane Maltester, Outreach Chair 

 

 Adopt a Family for Christmas:  We have adopted two families this Christmas through the Contra Costa In-
terfaith Housing program.  We have their Christmas list by the giving tree in Fellowship Hall. For every dona-
tion or gift you give, we will put an ornament on the tree. The families requested gift cards and we only have 
a few more gifts to get. So if you still want to participate, we will have gift cards available for donation this 
Sunday, December 6th.  
 

You can also support the program by collecting diapers for the families in this program. You may bring any 
size box of diapers this week. We only have this Sunday December 6th to organize the gifts! 
 

Thank you to Christian Women’s Fellowship who have already donated to the program and to our Youth 
Groups who will be wrapping the gifts on December 6th.  
 

Winter Nights Program: We want to thank Lafayette United Methodist Church for being such great hosts. 
Everything seemed to go smoothly. It was a good thing we brought the food when we did because their re-
frigerator broke over the weekend!  
 

Thank You’s! 
 

A special thank you to Laura Mott and her quilt group who not only donated 
ten of the “cutest ever” quilted baby blankets but also 100 pillow cases! 
These are not commercial pillow cases. Each pillow case is handmade and 
they are as cute as the baby quilts! 

 

Thank you to our Christian Women Fellowship (CWF) who donated $200, to 
provide ten sleeping bags for the children and families in the Winter Nights 
program.  

 

Thank you to Jeanne Falla for her wonderful donation and gift cards. 
 

A huge thank you to Sarah Young, Diana Carlisle, Aimee Brimmer and the Youth Group that brought pizza 
and played games with the children in the Winter Nights program. 

 

The Program Manager, Bill Shaw, said, “The families that were there had a fantastic time and could not wait 
to share the games with me. Thank you for your time and energy.” 

 

Thank you to the almost thirty volunteers! No particular order! 
 

Wendy Collins, Kimberly Krisch, Cherri Plainfield, Lynn Whelan, Linda Fish, Mike Cluster, Lori Landberg, Ruth 
Langley, Jim and Helga Skaggs, Russ Peterman, Caren Johnson, Bob Lively, Carolyn Partney, Patti Halter, Ja-
net Hecker, Greg, ChoNai and Mason Mitchell, TJ Cheng and Quin Wang, Kendall Morrison, John Maltester 
and the Heilmann family, Cara, Edgar, Eric, Andrew and their friend Daniel. 
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Save the date  
Mexico Mission 2016 fundraiser 

Crab Feed 
Saturday, Feb. 20  

We are keeping our fin-
gers crossed that the 
crab ban will be lifted in 
time for our fundraiser! 
Save the date — we’ll 
have a fundraiser that 
evening at FCC Concord 
even if crab isn’t availa-
ble. We’ll keep you posted on details as we learn 
more.  

FCC Bowling League – Bowlers Needed 
 

For the last 14 years, a group of First Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) members and 
friends have been bowling on a league at Pad-
dock Bowl. We no longer bowl there as we 
moved our league to Diablo Valley Bowl.   We 
have a lot of fun and also give money back to 
the church.  Whatever is left after we pay the 
Bowl and pay for our awards dinner goes back 
to the church.  
 

The league bowls September to May on Sun-
day evenings from 6:00 – 8:00 pm.  If you are 
interested in having fun and also giving back to 
the church, please contact Jim Skaggs ((925) 
287-1372 or jhskaggs@att.net) for more infor-
mation.  We really need bowlers who want to 
bowl every week!!  We also need substitutes. 

What is Operation Santa Claus? 
 

On Saturday December 12th, 120 military families will be treated to a day of 
food, Santa, Claus, and presents by a group of volunteers who have worked for 

an entire year to plan this event.  Each child will get to 
see Santa, and stuff a Christmas sock with candy and 
small toys, before entering Santa’s Workshop to pick out 
a brand new toy. Then it is on to the Build–A–Bear Sta-
tion, and a trip to see the face painter.  There are arcade 
games to play and a marvelous buffet lunch complete 
with a carving station.  Last but not least, the kids can head for the sledding hill that 
is covered in real snow!   
 

You are invited to come and see this amazing day as FCC joins with Tesoro Golden 
Eagle Refinery, the Gold Star Parents and the Blue Star Mothers of Contra Costa 
County, the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley and Englander Catering in showing 

our appreciation and support for our Troops and their families.  This will be the sixth consecutive year that 
we have hosted this incredible event. 
 

I have been asked by a number of people about helping out with Operation Santa Claus this year.  As with 
any event that is staffed by volunteers, there is always need for help/support.  The set up in the Fellowship 
Hall, Library, Café, and Youth Building will take place on Friday, December 11th beginning at 1pm and on 
December 12th at 6am. IIf you want to help on either or both days, with this wonderful event to support 
the troops, please contact me at: email:  liambush@comcast.net or phone/text at 650-722-4517. 

mailto:jhskaggs@att.net
mailto:Liambush@comcast.net
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Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 

Christian Women's Fellowship will have 
our Treats and Treasures sale 
on Sunday, December 13th in the Educa-
tion Wing. We will have delicious home 
baked goodies for your holiday enjoyment.   Come check 
out the surprises.  There will be beautiful cards made by 
the craft group and many other special things.  
 

All proceeds will go toward our outreach programs. 
 
 

Christian Women's Fellowship will meet in the Discovery 
Room at 1:00 on Monday, December 14.  Ellie McDougal 
will tell Christmas stories.   All women of the church are 
welcome.  

Christmas at the  
Galindo House  
Tuesday, December 8 
10:30am 
 

The Senior Adult Ministry invites you to join us 
for our own private  tour of the historic Galin-

do House in 
Concord as it is 
all decked out 
in holiday 
splendor. Meet 
at the Galindo 

House, 1721 Amador Ave., Concord or call Ellie 
McDougal (925-465-4665) if you need a 
ride.  Bring a friend!   

THANK YOU to all of you who were able to join us in serving the 
homeless meal this weekend!  
They were all very appreciative and gave many compliments on 
your cooking! Well done!!! 
 

As you know, we have entered the season of Advent. We will be 
gathering at our normal Sunday school time to practice two songs 
for the bell choir performance on December 13 & to discuss the 
annual pageant which will be held on Christmas Eve this year at 
the 5:30 pm service. 
We are encouraging participation from all youth and families. 
 

December 6- Sunday School 
                             Bell Choir Rehearsal for performance on December 13 
Youth Group: Come help wrap gifts for the family that our congregation has adopted! 
 

December 13- Sunday School 
                             Bell Choir Rehearsal for performance TODAY! 
                             Youth Group Games 
 

December 20- Sunday School 
                              Youth Group Games 
 

December 27- Sunday School 
                              Youth Group Games 
 

Sunday school classes will be offered weekly for ALL ages at 9:00 am. 
Youth Group (JYF, CHI RHO & CYF) Meets Weekly 
 Every Sunday after Worship 11:00-12:00 in the Youth Building 

tel:%28925-465-4665
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Construction Update  
It’s ‘FAN’TASTIC 
Bill Bush, Project Manager 

 

Thanksgiving came early for those working on the remodel/restoration 
of the Sanctuary.  On Tuesday, November 24, 2015, the final installation 

and testing of the two (2) new “BIG ASS 
FANS” (the company’s logo is a donkey) was 
completed. Working over 23 feet above the 
floor, the technician installed the fan mounts, 
guy wires, blades, and control and power 
source leads to both fans.  These exceptionally quiet and energy efficient fans 
will make a huge difference in conditioning and moving the air in the Sanctu-
ary.  The cost of the fans and their installation are a gift from the bequest that 
our beloved ‘Coz’ left to First Christian Church.   
 

The schedule for this upcoming work includes the completion of the framing 
of the soffit over the vestibule in the Café, as well as the installation of the 
sheet rock on one side of the vestibule.  The Library walls will be painted and 

the base and door trim installed. The Chancel walls will receive their final sanding and touch –up prior 
to texture.  The installation of the pews will continue.  The drywall work has been completed where 
the wall above the Baptistry was raised and the tape and bed work will commence.  The final patching 
and touch-up work will get underway in the Wonder and Worship Room and the Café.  The goal is to 
texture these rooms next Monday, December 7th, and complete the wall priming and painting and base 
and door trim that week.   
 

Framing will commence in the Ed Wing bathroom walls this week.  The work will be scheduled around 
the Montessori children’s morning and afternoon recesses, so as to disturb their routine as little as 
possible.  

Support the Church when you shop online at  Smile.Amazon.com 
 

You can now support First Christian Church, Concord by using AmazonSmile. Simply click on the link 
below each time you shop and a portion of your sale will be donated back to the church! 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1231013 
 

When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low 
prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience 
as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a por-
tion of the purchase price to the church.  
 

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web 
browser on your computer or mobile device. You may also want to add a 
bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and 
start your shopping at AmazonSmile. 
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http://smile.amazon.com/
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GOD IS CALLING US TO  BE...GOD IS CALLING US TO  BE...GOD IS CALLING US TO  BE...   
AN INCLUSIVE, LOVING, OPEN AND AFFIRMING COMMUNITY OF FAITH AN INCLUSIVE, LOVING, OPEN AND AFFIRMING COMMUNITY OF FAITH AN INCLUSIVE, LOVING, OPEN AND AFFIRMING COMMUNITY OF FAITH 
AND ACTION, SEEKING,AND ACTION, SEEKING,AND ACTION, SEEKING,   SERVING AND CELEBRASERVING AND CELEBRASERVING AND CELEBRATING CHRIST THROUGH TING CHRIST THROUGH TING CHRIST THROUGH 
OPEN MINDS WILLING HANDS , AND COMMITTEDOPEN MINDS WILLING HANDS , AND COMMITTEDOPEN MINDS WILLING HANDS , AND COMMITTED   HEARTS .HEARTS .HEARTS .   

 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHUR CH  

(DISCIPLES  OF CHRIST)  IN CONCORD  

Staff: 
Senior Minister:       Rev. Dr. Russell Peterman     russ@concordfcc.net 
Office Administrator:       Andie Raymond          andie@concordfcc.net 
Youth Director:          Sarah Young          sarebear45@yahoo.com 
Director of Senior Adult Ministries:  Ellie McDougal          ellie@concordfcc.net 
Childcare Coordinator:      Antoinette Bulatao 
Sound/Video Technician:  Scott Carlisle 
 

Website:     www.concordfcc.net 
Facebook:      www.facebook.com/ConcordFCC 
 

Contact Information: 
Office Hours:  Monday to Thursday: 10am—4pm 
Phone:  925-685-7503  Fax: 925-685-0963 
Address: 3039 Willow Pass Rd., Concord CA  94519 
 

CROSSROADS: 
Email submissions and subscriptions to:  andie@concordfcc.net  
Please limit your articles to not more than 350 words.  
Submit your articles on ministry news and upcoming events; report on past events; send pictures! 
Submission deadline for next issue: Sunday December 20, 2015 

Visit us on the web! 
www.concordfcc.net 

 

 

 

December Anniversaries 

December Birthdays 

“Scan and Give”  
Got Phone??  
Use this QR Code  
to make your  
donation to the  
Capital Campaign.  

 December Birthdays continued 

RISHELL Ken & Pat  7-Dec 

HILE Greg and Lynne  14-Dec 

SUMNER-MOORE Sue & Scott  19-Dec 

MALTESTER Diane & John  20-Dec 

Cooper Lily-Ann 2-Dec 

Peterman Kelli 2-Dec 

DeWeese Becca 5-Dec 

Laird Collier 8-Dec 

Morgan Todd 9-Dec 

Collins-Jones Heather 10-Dec 

Sumner-Moore Scott 10-Dec 

Sullivan Jim 12-Dec 

Ambach Cecelia 13-Dec 

Jezek James 13-Dec 

Watts Nick 15-Dec 

Barter Kristine 16-Dec 

Hamblin Doris 16-Dec 

Peterman Russell 16-Dec 

Rose Kevin 16-Dec 

McClaskey Dick 18-Dec 

Walker Chris 18-Dec 

Marr Rick 19-Dec 

Shrum Ken 19-Dec 

Decker Annabelle 24-Dec 

Jeffreys Steven 25-Dec 

Hood Julie 29-Dec 

Rishell Ken 30-Dec 


